Microglia cell culture: a primer for the novice.
Microglial cells are the resident immune cells of the central nervous system. Progress in the recent decade has clearly established that microglial cells participate or even actively drive neurological disease. Much of our current knowledge has been generated by investigating microglial cells in cell culture. The aim of this chapter is to give the uninitiated a basic and adaptable protocol for the culturing of microglial cells. We discuss the challenges of microglial cell culture and provide a collection of tips which reflect our 25+ years of collective experience.